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ning and designing the upstairs. Randy Cobb has been working with several youth
and adult leaders to flesh out what that space needs to look like. Included will be a
full-time, totally devoted Prayer Room! Also, a couple of larger classrooms for
adults, children and youth, as well as a full-on youth center. Whether we can do this
all at once or in stages will depend on the Lord moving in us to give toward PTW
(the whole thing will probably cost double the $80,000 we have in hand). The point
is that the Lord is moving us into it. We don’t have the whole process or resources
at hand, but we trust that he’ll provide at just the right time.

Along these lines, if you have experience, expertise, willingness or physi-
cal resources for a project like this (ie., all inside work, 7,200 sq ft), let Tom know,
and he'll note the “work force” God is providing through Grace. There may be huge
labor or material savings to be had through us! (Email Tom.)

Serving in Weekly Ways: | have the privilege of doing the Early Service
each Sunday morning at 9am. All are welcome to join us. We started it to nourish
the Grove Anchors who serve week-in-and-week-out. | can say this: we have the
best crew of ministers pouring into our children. And, we have an increasing num-
ber of children (from newborn through 5% grade) each month. Would you consider
serving in
or one month out of four, or a substitute, or as a nine-month Anchor, or as part of a
“special events” childcare team. Dads and Moms serving together is a great way to
grow together! The Lord keeps bringing us children. Please ask him where and how
he would have you part of discipling, teaching, caring for them. We have a great
group of volunteers (over 40 at my last count). We probably need 20 more. How
about it? (Contact Jo Jackson.)

Or, the Lord keeps bringing more Youth. Perhaps you could join the
“World’s Greatest Youth Leaders” (that's my name for them, not their hype!!)—in
any number of behind-the-scenes, weekly or ad-hoc, organizing or with student
ways. (Get with Randy.) Or, how about as a Housechurch leader, or a greeter/
usher, or in the Garden, or on the hospitality team, or in the mission effort, or some-
thing we don't even know about yet. Where does the Lord want to deploy you in
your gifting? Try something for a while (“test-drive” a ministry role). Nothing is for-
ever. Jump in and let God direct you.

Industrial Salt. Integral components of the giant kingdom God is building.
Where do you fitin?

| suppose there are other types of salt out there, and we could go on
forever. But you get the idea with de-icing salt and industrial salt. The tragedy would
be if we discovered that we think we are “fleur de sel” a very expensive salt, and
that serving in the larger whole is “not our calling.” It's true that each of us is hand-
harvested by a loving Father, and each of us is worth way more than $70,000 a ton,
because he bought us at the cost of his Son. But the astounding news of our infinite
Father is that he hand-harvested us in Christ so that we could be used for de-icing
and as an ingredient in his ever-expanding Kingdom project. The tragedy is that if
we stood on the sidelines, thinking we're too valuable, too busy, too unsure of our-
selves or of where to start, while he is urging us to jump in and get mixed up with
the rest of his ingredients in the Kingdom. “F | e u r beadnes ingusribl. §hat's
the recipe God is using.
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Fleur de Sel

| just read in a magazine about the purchase price
of salt. Did you know that de-icing salt, used for roads in
winter, costs $40-50 per ton? Or that salt for the chemical
industry needs to be more refined, and that it sells for about
$150/t? Or that there is a gourmet sea salt, “fleur de sel,”
harvested by hand in France (where else?) which sells for
upwards of $70,000 a ton? Woah. How long do you have to
hold your breath to harvest a ton of sea salt? Before 20 min-
utes ago, | had never thought of where all the salt mines
were, and what happens when we run out of salt. Forget oil
dependence. | think salt dependence should be the top of
strategic thinking! (just kidding, but now you see why | don’t
run for public office).

An interesting article, but so what? Most of you
have already projected that you'll be reading something
about Jesus’ statement, “you are the salt of the earth” in
these musings.

And why not? Some of us are de-icing salt — used
to provide traction for reality in peoples’ lives. Think about it,
you may be someone who has a gift at asking questions of
folks who don't know Jesus, and you really get them thinking.
Or, you may be someone who loves to invite folks to
housechurch or church... and they come! Or, you seem to
get in conversations where people end up giving their lives to
Jesus, or coming back to him. That's a gift, that's de-icing
salt — providing traction for the gospel.

Some of us, on the other hand, are industrial salt,
necessary as a component of a larger process. You just love
to serve on teams, as part of a group effort. “Yeah, I'll serve
in Children’s Ministry;” “I'd love to work the computer during
the worship service;” “let me bring dinner or dessert;” “where
can | help in this new Garden effort?” The kingdom is about
us, not me. Jesus sent out his disciples two by two, and he
still does. Teamwork is one of the greatest witnesses of the
reconciling power of the Gospel. “That they may be one as
we are one,” he said on the last night of his life. “industrial
salt” might be one of the most important roles of believers...
simply joining together to be part of something larger than
ourselves.

This is counter-cultural, isn't it? American culture

loves the leader, the go-to-guy, the star or celebrity. The
gospel culture loves the team, the community, the together-
ness, the synergy. While God raises up certain ones like Billy
Graham or Beth Moore or Mark Driscoll, he seems to delight
in working through groups of his children, following him to-
gether. Industrial Salt: a crucial part of the whole.

Sue and | were talking last night to a couple at
Grace. They are new, and expressed how they love the body
here. Such joy and fellowship, and serious discipleship. They
expressed how being an active part of a Housechurch has
seasoned them and brought new growth in them. This is
what Grace is about.

At the end of October, when we had an unbroken
prayer meeting for about 200 hours in the “24/7 Prayer
Room”, we pleaded with God to show us his will and lead us
into it. In the short time since then, he’s opened to us several
new or renewed callings:

The Garden for Hispanic Families. | never would
have dreamed this one up, but God did. We are “tithing” 4
acres (of our 40) to a group called “Women Without Borders”
so that Hispanic farm workers and their families can grow
their own food, to feed themselves, and to sell at the market.
| always wondered why God led Grace to buy that much land
years before | came. Now we see in part what he was think-
ing. Won't it be great to work alongside folks who are the
down-trodden and in many cases oppressed, and show them
the grace and kindness of God? Every person who hears
about this jJumps in to shout a hallelujah.

Financial Update on Last Year: As you will hear
(or have heard) at the “State of Grace” meetings on Jan 31,
the Lord provided for every last financial need in 2009. In
fact, only 9% of the churches in the US saw their giving in-
crease in this very difficult year; Grace is one of them. That's
by his grace. And, that's for his purposes for 2010 and be-
yond! This is not “pat yourself on the back” time, it's “humble
willingness” time: what is he going to call us to this year? Are
we up for it? Part of the great news is that we have $80,000
in Prepare the Way funds ready to go for upstairs.

The Upstairs Youth Center and Classrooms:
Given the good news of our finances, the elders have asked
Tom Vermillion and the Building

Team to re-convene, and begin plan- Continued inside
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Prepare the Way Update
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Speaker. It will be a Mk
great time of Bible !
teaching and fellowship. The Cost is $95. Please sign

up by Feb 7. See Joan Perry (523.4628) for more ir?—. Total Given to date: $203,537
formation. e  Total Committed to date: $627,380

Grace Fellowship Church

(runs through March 28), Sunday<.8am. Join us on the jour-
ney at Grace Fellowship by coming through this class not
too late to attend. Childcare is provide@lease contact Susan
McKnight (523.1491)

this and more through our giving.
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